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The Intelligencer. 


H E Players having now almoft dofie with 
the Comedy, called the Beggars Operz, for 
this Seafon, it may be no unpleatant Spe- 
culation, to refle€t a little upon this Dra- 

mtich Piece, to fingular in the Subject, and 

the manner, io much an Or'gina], and which hath fre- 
pquently given 'o very agreesble en Entertainment. 
Although an evil Tat be very apt to prevail, both 
mhere, and in Londen, yet there is a point which who- 
ever can rightly Touch, will never fail of pleafing a 
very great Majority ; fo great,that, the Diflikers, out of 
Dulnefs or Affe€tition will be filent, and forced to 
fall in with the Herd; the pote I mean, ts what we 


call Humour, which in its Perfection is allowed to be: 


much preferable to Wit, if it be mot rather the moft 
uleful, and agreeable Species of it. 
I agree with Sir Willsam Temple, that the Word is 
§ peculiar to oar Englifh Tongue, but I differ from him 
in the Opinion, that che thing it telf is peculiar to the 
B Engitfh Nition, becauie the contrary may be found in 
many § ani/b, Iralian,and French Productions, and par- 
ticularly, whoever hath a Tift for True Humeur, will 
find a Hundred [nftances of it in thofe Volumes Prin- 
ted in France, under the Name of Le Theatre Pralien, 
to jay nothing ot Rabelais, Cervamtcs,and many others. 
Now Ef trike the Comedy or Farce, (or whatever 
Name the Clicks will allow it) called the Begg:rs 
Ora; to excell in this Article of Humour. And, upon 
that Merit, to have met with fuch prodigious fuccefs 
both here, and im England. 
As to Portry, Eloquence, and Mufick, which are faid 


to have moft Power over the minds of Men, it is cer- 
tain 


1in that very few have a Tat or Fudgment of che 
Excel- 
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Bxeellencies of the two former, end if @ Man fuc 
coeds in either, it is upon che Authority of thoi 
few Fudiges, that lend cheir Tafle to che bulk of Rea. 
ders, who have none of their own. I atm told there 


are as few good udges in Mufick, end that among 
ond. the Operas, Nine in Ten go thither 


thole who shay Ee Afte 
ly out of Gariefsy Fafbion, or tion. 

But a Tafte for Humour 1s in fome manner fixed t 
the very Nature of Man, and generally Obvious to the 
Vulgar, raw 28 upwn Subjedts too refined, and Superior 
to then Underttanding 

And as this Tate of Hamour is purely Natural, fo 
is Huwowr it felf, neither is ic a Ta/ent confined to Men 
of Wis, or Learning; for we obferve it fometimes a- 


common Servants, and the meaneft of the Peo- 7 


ple, while the very Qwners are often Ignorant of the 
Gift they poffe:s. 

I know very wel), that this happy Talent is con- 
temptibly Treated by Crisicks, under the Name of fow 
Humour, ot low Comedy ; but I know likewife, that 
the Spaniards and Irelians, who areallowed to have the 
moft Wit of any Nation in Eurepe, do molt excell in 
it, and do moft efteem it. 

By what Difpofition of the mind, what Influence 
of the Stars, or what Situation of the Gymase this en- 
dowment is beftowed upon Mankind, may be 2 Quef- 
tion fit for Philofopbers to Difcufs. It is certainly the 
beft Ingredient towards that kind of Satyr, which is 


moft uleful,and gives the leaft Offence ; which inftead of | 


lathing, Laughs Men out of their Follies, and Vices, 
and isthe Charaéter which gives Horace the Prefer: 
ence to Fuvena/ 

And although fome things are too Serious, Solemn, 
or Sacred t» be turned into Ridicule, yet the Abules of 


them are certainly not, fince it is allowed that Core | 


ruption in Religion, Politicks, and Law, may be pro- 
per Topicks for this kind of Satyr. 

ere are two ends that Men propole in Writing 
Satyr, one of them lefs Noble than the other, as re- 
g'rding 
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rding nothing further than perforal Satisfaction, 
ord olneluse of the Writer; but without any View 
towards Perfonal Malice; The other isa Publick Spi- 
rit, har pa Vigo of Genius and Virtue, to mend 

the World as far as they are able. And as both thefe 

ends are innocent, fo the latter is highly commend- 
) able. With Regard to the former, I demand whe- 
ther I have not as good a Title to Laugh, as Men have 
to be Ridiculous, and to expofe Vice, as another hath 
to be Vielous, Ef I Ridicule the Follies and Corrup- 
tions of a Court, a etd a vers > are they noe 
amply payed by Penpons es, and Power, while 
que nM defire no other Reward, than that of 
Leughing with a few Friends in a Corner. Yet, if 
thole, who take Offence, think me in the Wrong, I 
am ready to Change the Scene with them, whenever 
they pleafe. 

But it my Defign be to make Mankind better, then 
I think it is my Duty, at leat I am fure it is the 
Intereft of thofe very Courts and Afiai/fers, whole Fol- 
lies or Vices I Ridicule, to reward me for my good In- 
tentions ; For, if it he reckoned an high point of 
Wifdom to-get the Laughers on our fide, it is much 
more eafy, as well as Wile to get thofe on our fide, 
who can make Millions Laugh when they pleafe. 

My Reafon for mentioning Gourtt, and Miniflers, 
(whom I never think on, but with the moft profound 
Venetation) is becaufe an Opinion obtains, that in 
the Bezgars Opera there app-ars to be fome Reflections 
upon Couriers and States-2en, whereof I am by no 
means a Judge. 

It is true indeed that Mr. G 4, th Author of this 
Piece, hath been fomewhat fingular in che Courfe of 
his Fortunes, for it hath happened, that after Fourceen 
Years attending the Court, with a large Stock of real 
Merit, a Modelt, and Agrecable Convcrfation, a Hus- 
dred Promifes, and five Hundred Friend: hath failed 
of Preferment, and upon a very Weighty Reafon. 
He Jay under the Sufpicion of haying Written a Libel, 
or Lampoon againit a great M=—-~— I: is erve thet 

creat 
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great M was demookratively convinced, and 
Ppublickly owned his Canvidtion, that Mr Gay was 
not the Author; bur having tain under the Suipicion, 
it {eemed very jut, that he-thould tuffer the Punifh- 
ment; becaule in this moit reformed Age, the Vircues 
of a great M - areno More to be jul petted, than 
the Chaftity of Cafer’s Wife 

It must be a lowed, That the Bggart-Opera is not 
the frtt of Mr. Gay's Yorks, wherein he hath been 
feulty, with regard ro Coxrtiers and Sta'es-Men. for, 
to omit his other Pieces, even m hts Fables, publithed 
within two Years pe, and Dediceted to ihe D. of 
Cumberland, for which he was PROMIStD a-Re- 
ward; he hath been tnought tomewhat too bold 
upon Courtiers And although itis. highly prebable, 
he meant only the Coursiers ot former times, yet he 
e€ted unwarily, by ot cont dering, that te Mahigniry 
of t.me people night auhnterpret whorhe faid to the 
di.advantage of pre‘ent Perfont,and Affairs 

Bit I have now done with Mr Gy asa Politicien, 
and fhell confider him henceforward only as Author 
of che Beggars Ova, wherein he hath by a turn of 
Humor, entirely New, placed Vices of ali Kinds in the 
ftrongeit and mot odious Light; and thereby done 
eminent Service, both to Refgra and Mo-aluy This 
appears from th: unparaliel’d Succefs he hath mec 
with. All Rants, Parties and Denewinasions of Men, 
either Crowding to ice his Opera, of reading it with 
delight in their Cicfeti, even Miczgers of State, whom 
he i thought to have mo't offended (next to thofe 
whom the AGtors more‘immediately repreient) ap- 
pearing frequently at the Deezer: trem. a conicios {nels 
~ their own Lanoc-nce, 2nd ro convince the World 
10" unjult a Parallel, Mdice, Exve, and Difufeliont 
the Tiharveien bey sez Ze, ’ bf { 

Tam affured that feveral worthy Clergy-Mex in this 
City, went privetely to fee che Beggsrs-Opra repre- 
lerted ; and that the Peering Cexcembs in the Pit, 
amufed themfelyes with meking Difcoveries, and 

Spreading 
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fpreading the Names of thofe Gentlemen round the 
Audience. pt bls 

I fhali not pretend to vindicate a Clergy Man, who 
© would appear openly in his Hebir at a Thearre, among 
> {uch a vielous Crew, as would probably flend reund 

+ him, and at fuch lewd Comedies, and prorphane Trege- 
} dies as are often repreiented, Befide: I know very 
| well; that Perfonsof their Fur dion are bound toavoid 
the apreararce of Evil,or cf giving caute ut Offence. 
But when the Lord: Chancellors who are Keepers of the 
King’s. Confcience, when the Judges ot the Land, 
whole Title is Reverend, when Lasts, who are bound 
by the Rules of their Sex, to the ftridteft Decency, ap- 

r in the Thegrre without Cen'ure, 1 cannot un- 
erftand, why a young Clergy-mar. who goes concealed 
out of Curiofity to fee an innocent ard moral Play, 
fhould be fe highly condemned s nor do I much ap- 
prove the Rogor of @ great lm——te who faid, be 
hor d none of bs Clergy were there [am glad to. hear 
there are nu weightie O.jections againft thst Reverend 
Body, planted in th City, and 1 with there never 
may. Buc { fhoule be very forry that any of them 
fhould be to week, as to imitate 2 COURT-CHA- 
PLAIN in England, who preached ageinit the Beg- 
ge 5-Opera. which will probably do more good than a 
th uland Sermons of fo Rupid, fo injudicious, and fo 
proftitute a Divine. 

In this happy Performance of Mr. Gay, all the 
Charadters sre juft, and none of them cerried beyond 
Nature, or hardly beyond PraCtice. Ic diicovers the 
whole Sy’ em of that Common-W ealth, or that I! mpe- 
rium in Imperio ot Iniquity, eftablifhed among us, by 
which neither our Lives,norour Properties are fecure, 
either in the High-ways, or in publick Affemblies, or 
even in our own Houles. It fhews the miferable 
Lives, and the conflant Fate of thofe abandoned 
Wretches; for how little they fell their Lives and 
Souls; betrayed by their Whores ;their Comrades; and the 
Receivers and Purcbajers of thefe Theits and ae 

his 
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This Comedy contains likewile 2 Seer, which, al 
itdoth by no means affect the prefent yet 
saight have been ufeful in the former and may ly 
be fo in to come. I mean where the Author 
taickes occafion of comparirig thole commen Robbers te 
Robbers of the Publick ; and their feveral Strosagerss of 
betraying, undermining, end he each other, to 
the feveral Arts of P-disieusas in times of Corruption. 
This Comedy likew.fe expoieth with great Jukice, 
that unnatural Tate for Isaisaa Mufick among us, 
which is whoily unfuitable to our Northern Citmat, 
and the gew as of the People, whereby we are over-run 
with [taign SfFeninscy, ond Italian Nonfence. Ao 
ald Geutleman {rid to me, that many Years ago, when 
the practice of an unnatural Vice grew jo frequent in 
that many were Profecuted for it, he was 
fure it would be a Forerunner 0° [telia+-Orera’s, and 
Singess 5 and then we thould want nothing but Scab- 
bing or Poyf ning, t» make 0s per tect Iraligas. 


Upon the Whole, £ delwer my judgment, That 
bit fervile Actachurnt t» a Party, - 
tion Singularity, iamertsdie Dullnei, miftaken 
Zeal, or tudied Hyp crily, com have the lea? reaton 
able Objection againt «hs x -ellent Moral-perform- 
ance of the CELEBRAicD MR. GAY. 








